
Welcome to Hope Valley College



To Be the Best That You Can Be 
(Everyday)



2023

GCSE Information Evening

How to support your 
young person to 
succeed at GCSE
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GCSE Information Evening

1. Attendance 

2. Key Stage 4 courses 

3. Systems 

4. Independent learning

5. Building resilience



Our target is 96%

By the end of the year 96% would be 182 
days (8 days not in school)

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ пл ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ 
target! 

Attendance matters



ÅGenuine illness or family circumstances?
ÅFull day off for a dentist or doctor appointment?
ÅAvoiding a lesson or homework or something?
ÅMissed the bus?
ÅHoliday?
Å/ŀƴΩǘ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΚ
LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ

Attendance matters



Attendance matters

School life goes  beyond the classroom: 
friendships and experiences 
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Key Stage 4 courses 
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Important dates 

ÅYear 10: 
ÅJanuary exams: 15th January ς 26th January

ÅSummer exams: 24th June ς 5th July

ÅSubject evening for parents/ carers: 15th February

ÅCareers Fair: 21st May 

ÅWork Experience: week beginning 8th July 
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Important dates 
ÅYear 11: 
ÅMock exams: 6th November ς 17th November
ÅMock exams: 5th February ς 16th February 
ÅSubject evening for parents/ carers: 11th December
ÅFinal exams: GCSE examination period ς 9th May 2024 until 26th June 2024 
Å(26th is a contingency day in the event of national or significant local 

disruption to examinations in the UK)
ÅResults day: Results day 22nd August 2024
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Examination courses 
AQA

ÅEnglish Language

ÅEnglish Literature

ÅHistory

ÅArt & Design

ÅBiology

ÅChemistry

ÅPhysics

ÅCombined Science (Trilogy)

ÅFrench

ÅDesign & Technology

WJEC

ÅEngineering

ÅGeography

ÅHospitality & Catering

ÅMusic

OCR

ÅComputer Science

Pearson

ÅDrama

ÅMathematics

ÅPhysical Education



In school systems



Learning platforms





1: Click here

2: Then on the next screen click here



GCSEPod works!

Students that 

did not use 

GCSEPod on 

average 

received 2 

grades lower 

than their 

teachers 

predicted

Students that 

did use 

GCSEPod on 

average 

received 9 

grades higher 

than their 

teachers 

predicted.  

Thatôs one 

grade higher in 

every subject!
NON

USERS

LOW

USERS

GOOD

USERS
HIGH

USERS

Usage during term 1 and 2

Usage during exams



Go to óMy CoursesôChoose an exam Start revising

Revise by searching for an EXAM



English

ENGLISH



Reading: two sources Q1 -4 (25%)

Writing: point of view       (25%)

Paper 2 (1hr 45 mins)

Reading: one source Q1-4 (25%)

Writing: description/story   (25%)

Paper 1 (1hr 45 mins)

Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing

�:�U�L�W�H�U�V�·���9�L�H�Z�S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
Perspectives

Language GCSE

Spoken Language Presentation


